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STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT OF SUSTAINABLE ECOTOURISM ON SAMED ISLAND,
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study situation of tourism, problem and threat of tourism
development on Samed Island, and to develop strategies for the sustainable ecotourism on Samed Island,
Rayong province. The sampling populations were comprised of 6 groups: government officials in Rayong;
representative of commerce and tourism businesses; local people; tour guides; Thai tourists and foreign
tourists on Samed Island. The research tools were in-depth interviews, questionnaires, assessment of draft
strategy and assessment of strategy. The research results revealed that: Samed Island is a tourist attraction
where there are plentiful natural resources in the sea and forest. On Samed Island, there are beautiful
natural attractions in the form of the white sandy beaches, clear blue sea, and many picturesque bays; Koh
Samed holds a very important place in Thai culture and literature in the Phra Aphai Mani story by
Sunthorn Phu. The suitability of activities; tourism services; environmental management and the
participation of tourists are at a medium to high level. The problems of tourism development on Samed
Island are: environmental pollution principally related to garbage disposal and waste water management;
degradation and depletion of natural resources; disputes about land ownership on the island and the
limited amount of fresh water. The obstacles to tourism development are the lack of highly integrated
government coordination; budget management; limited natural resource recovery; lack of serious law
enforcement; lack of systematic urban planning in developing or conservation areas and the absence of a
main mechanism for serious cooperation in development and problem solving. Strategies for sustainable
ecotourism on Samed Island are 3 strategies, consisting of: 1) improving the quality of life and
strengthening security of life and property to support ecotourism; 2) the management of natural resources,
the environment and the infrastructure for sustainable ecotourism; 3) promotion of ecotourism and quality

marketing of sustainable ecotourism.

KEYWORDS: sustainable ecotourism
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